Cerebrospinal fluid chromogranin A is unchanged in Alzheimer dementia.
Several lines of evidence link chromogranin A (CgA), the major soluble protein in catecholamine storage vesicles, with the cholinergic nervous system, abnormalities of which may play a central role in memory deficits in Alzheimer dementia. Because of reported elevations of CgA in Alzheimer brains and its presence in the senile plaque lesions of such brains, we evaluated the concentration of CgA in cerebrospinal fluid of Alzheimer dementia patients and matched controls. CgA was detectable in each sample, but the results in dementia showed substantial overlap with and no significant (p = 0.55) difference from the results in healthy controls. We conclude that measurement of cerebrospinal fluid CgA offers no diagnostic assistance in Alzheimer dementia.